
Year 6 home learning week 5 – 4th May 2020 

All Children’s logins for Purple Mash and MyMaths are in their reading record. 

Y6 email is year6homelearning@whinfield.net 

This week’s learning is based on VE Day. The 75th anniversary is on Friday 8th 

May. Have a look at the activities and pick a selection across the subjects to 

complete throughout the week. We would like you to choose a piece of work you 

are most proud of or one that you most enjoyed completing and email it (or a photograph 

of it) to us so we can see your amazing efforts.  

Enjoy! Y6 Staff  

Purple Mash Tips:  
* Some 2do’s on Purple Mash will not say completed as some let you have another practise to see if you can improve your 
score. Teachers still see them.   
* If your teacher asks you to redo a task you’ll find it towards the bottom of the todo list with a comment and a play again 
button.  
 * To access your class blog, click the sharing button on PM then the ‘shared blogs tab’. You will then see year 6s blog.  
Click on any blog title to read, and feel free to comment in the comment box- we look forward to hearing from you.   

 

Maths 
 
Daily Arithmetic: 

 Complete the daily arithmetic 
sheet and then check your 
answers. 

 

Times Table Rock Stars: 
Spend 30 minutes a day practising  
Can you beat your best score and make your way up 
the leader board? Maybe challenge another Y6 child 
and look out for battles. 

English  
Reading: 
Read the attached article on VE Day and answer 
the comprehension questions.  
 
Read a ‘book for pleasure’ for a minimum of 30 minutes a 
day. Please continue to enjoy books for pleasure, Oxford Owl 
also offers a range of books children can read online. 
 
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: 

 Use the article to investigate plurals. Highlight all plural 
words. Sort them into groups where the spelling pattern 
has been changed in the same way (e.g. by adding an –
s, –es, by the word changing completely e.g. women). 
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Other Activities: 

 Consolidate knowledge of co-ordinates by playing 

battleships. You may already be aware of how 
important the naval battles were in World War 
Two, but this can also be linked to food 
shortages and rationing as Hitler targeted supply 
ships. As a result of this, many foods could not 
get through.  

 Use nets of shapes to make a gas mask carrier. 

This task could also help you practise using a 
ruler to measure accurately in centimetres. 

 
 

Maths Puzzle: 

Can you complete ‘A Cartesian Puzzle’? (puzzle is 
attached at the bottom with the other resources) 
Use your shape and coordinates knowledge to find the 
missing coordinates of the quadrilaterals. 

Can you add other words to each group that follow the 
same spelling rule? 

 Think about the moods that VE day provoked, you could 
discuss this with someone at home. Draw evidence from 
the article. Can you identify that there was elation, 
sadness and relief? Create a word bank for these 
emotions that can be used to enhance your writing 
activities. 

 
Spend 10 minutes a day practising a selection of words from 
the spelling lists. 

 Spelling lists have been sent home, please continue to 

practise using a variety of ways as shown in your 

spelling homework book. 

Writing: 
Choose a writing task from the ideas below: 

 Investigate how British soldiers who were fighting the war 
abroad received the news about the end of the war. 
Where were they? Write a letter home from their point of 
view. How would a German soldier feel? You could write 
a letter from their point of view. 

 Write a newspaper article about VE Day and the 
celebrations that took place across the country. 

 Create the script for a radio broadcast reporting on the 
end of the war in Europe. 

 
On- going Writing 
Keep a diary of what is happening in the world right now and 
how you spend your days. 



 

History - VE Day 
 
 
Resources: 
This short film explains what VE Day and VJ Day were, and the events that led to the end of the war: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-ve-day/z7xtmfr  
Further clips on WW2 from BBC and Imperial War Museum: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-world-
war-two/zjnyscw 
WW2 radio broadcasts: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clips-ww2-speeches-index/zmmhmfr 
Winston Churchill announcing end of WW2: https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/anniversaries/may/ve-day-broadcasts 
Activities: 

 Use a range of primary and secondary sources (see above) to investigate why the Second World War started. What 
happened to Germany after World War One? Why did Hitler become so popular?  

 Listen to Neville Chamberlain’s speech. What does that tell us?  
 Create a simple timeline showing the major events of the Second World War. What were the significant events? Who 

were the leaders of the Axis Powers and the Allied countries?  
 Investigate propaganda posters at the time. Through these, investigate the changing roles of women throughout the war. 

Look at the literary techniques used e.g. rhyme: Loose Lips Sink Ships, alliteration: Make-do and Mend etc. What 
messages are these posters trying to convey? Links to Art activity  

 Research the Blitz. Link to the Geography activity. How did people try to keep themselves 
safe? Investigate the different types of shelters that could be used in the home e.g. Morrison 
shelter, Anderson shelters etc. Were these effective? What other things did people do? At 
home? In London? E.g. people had to carry a gas mask, even babies. 
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Science 
Link to work on Light/Materials.  
 
The article states: ‘During the war, 
many homes had blackout curtains, 
which helped block out the light. 
Streetlights also had to be turned off. 
This was to prevent enemy planes from using the lights 
as guides to locate British cities in order to bomb them.’  
 
Investigate which materials are best at blocking light and 
why. You could use a torch and investigate materials 
found around your home.  

. 

Geography 
 Identify and label the countries on 

a world map that were involved in 
the conflict. See map attached.  

 Linked to the work on the Blitz, 
use a map of the United Kingdom to identify where 
was bombed. Identify the major cities of London, 
Birmingham, Manchester, Belfast, Plymouth, Glasgow, 
Coventry and Hull. Why where those cities the main 
targets? Look at the population of these places and 
what was produced there. Locally, Tesside suffered 
during the blitz, far worse than Darlington – think 
about why that might be. 

 Identify where different food stuffs come from. Again, 
use a world map. Which foods have the longest 
journeys? Identify the routes and methods that would 
be used to get those foods to the U.K. Use maths to 
compare journey lengths. As Britain imported 70% of 

its food, it is clear why shortages occurred. 



P.S.H.E.  
 
 

Who was Anne Frank? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7d7gwx/articles/zm4v7nb 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46987263 

 
The Diary of Anne Frank is a primary source of what it was 
like during WW2 for Jewish families. Hitler persecuted the 
Jews and other social groups.  Her diary shows the impact of 
war on everyday lives. Use this to explore the dangers of 
stereotyping and how this can lead to discrimination. Think 
about a stereotypical statement such as: Boys make the best 
footballers etc.  

Art/Design and Technology 
 Design a medal – see information below 
 Design a propaganda poster. What message will you 

send? What are the popular images and colours that 
are used?  

 Investigate and make some war time recipes. Which key 
ingredients are missing? How does this affect the 
texture or taste of the food?  

 Look at the work of Henry Moore. Although he is most 
famous for his sculptures, during World War Two he 
made a number of sketches of the people using the 
underground as a shelter. Evaluate these images. How 
do they make you feel? What techniques 
has the artist used? Can you emulate his 
style? You could also sculpt their figures in 
modelling clay if you have some at home.   

  

Example of a typical day: 

          

My 
Maths 

Times 
Table 
Rock 
Stars 

Practise 

B
re
a
k 

English 
Reading text 
and related 
activities. 

 
Writing task. 

Spelling 
practise 

L
u
n
ch
 

Physical 
activity e.g. 
games in the 
garden, yoga, 

strength 
exercises 
 
See Mr Cook’s 
PE home 
learning 

Choose an activity 
from the home 
learning grid. 
 

Read a 
book for 
pleasure  

Watch Newsround 
(live on TV or visit 
https://www.bbc.co.uk 
/newsround ) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7d7gwx/articles/zm4v7nb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46987263


 



Reading Task 

Read the above article on VE Day and answer the following questions using evidence from 

the text: 

1. Name three ways in which the end of the war was celebrated.  

2. Explain why the author writes that ‘it was a day of mixed emotions’.  

3. Who were the: a) Allies? b) Axis Powers?  

4. Why did Japan enter World War Two? When did the war end in the Far East?  

5. Find and copy the word which suggests lots of people headed to London.  

6. How do you know that some evacuees found their new lives exciting?  

7. Look at the section ‘Preparing for the Party’. How did the Government make sure the 

celebrations would be extraordinary?  

8. How many services were at St. Paul’s Cathedral to celebrate the end of the war? Why 

were there so many?  

9. Why was it so important that famous buildings across London were lit up on V.E. Day? 
Explain your answer using evidence from the text.  

10. How did the palace ensure that the Queen was safe during the celebrations? 
  



Maths Puzzle: 

A Cartesian Puzzle 

Here are the coordinates of some quadrilaterals, but in each case one coordinate is missing!  The 

coordinates are given going round each quadrilateral in an anti-clockwise direction. 

1. (2,11),(0,9),(2,7),(?,?)    

2. (3,7),(3,4),(8,4),(?,?) 

3. (18,3),(16,5),(8,5),(?,?) 

4. (13,12),(15,14),(12,17),(?,?) 

5. (7,14),(6,11),(7,8),(?,?) 

6. (15,9),(19,9),(16,11),(?,?) 

7. (11,3),(15,2),(16,6),(?,?) 

8. (9,16),(2,9),(9,2),(?,?) 

 

The quadrilaterals are all symmetrical. This may be 

rotational or line symmetry or both. Can you work 

out what the missing coordinates are if you know 

they are all positive? Is there more than one way 

to find out? 

 

Now plot those eight missing coordinates on a 

graph like this. What shape do they make and 

what sort of symmetry does it have? 

 

  



Europe during the 

Second World War 

Areas of Influence by 

1941 

Can you colour in the 

countries according to 

whether they were Allies, 

Axis, Axis controlled or 

Neutral on the map? 

 

Use the key on the map. 

Allies  United Kingdom, Syria, 

Lebanon, Iraq, Iceland, Turkey 

Axis  Germany, Denmark, 

Finland, Czechoslovakia, 

Austria, Hungary, Italy, 

Romania, Bulgaria, Iran 

Axis Controlled  Norway, 

Soviet Union, Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, 

Guernsey, Jersey, France, 

Yugoslavia, Belgium, Albania 

Neutral  Sweden, Ireland, 

Spain, Portugal, Switzerland 

 



 


