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December 2019 

Year 6 Newsletter Autumn Term 

What a busy first term the children have had in Year 6! 

Our history topic this term was “What’s in a name?”. The children enjoyed researching a local family, 

The Bradfords, who lived in Darlington during the early 1900s. We also enjoyed using Digimaps, 

census data and The Northern Echo archives to research particular streets within the town and what 

happened to their residents during WW1. 

In Maths, the children have been busy consolidating their number work and applying their skills to 

solving reasoning questions. They have also worked hard in improving their arithmetic skills. 

In English, the children have been studying the book ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael Morpurgo. 

They have written a biography of Michael Morpurgo, a descriptive setting and an informal letter to 

‘The Birdman’. The children will get the opportunity to watch the film once we have completed the 

book and look forward to comparing the film and the book. 

This term’s topics in science have been plants and animals. The children looked at the seven life 

processes that all living things share. They have also classified a range of living things, such as 

themselves as a class - this was followed by classifying mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and birds. 

The children also enjoyed researching key scientists and their work, such as Edward Jenner and his 

vaccination for Smallpox. We set up our own investigation into mould – the children were surprised by 

how mouldy some of bread became and how some didn’t! 

In art they have studied perspective and vanishing points and produced some pleasing 3D pictures as 

well looking at Paul Klee to produce a landscape picture. In PE the children enjoyed learning about the 

rules behind Tag rugby and then applying those to a game. In Gymnastics, the children have been able 

to follow a sequence of movements to produce a routine. 

The children worked very hard preparing a small sketch for our Christmas performance – Socks, 

Pants and Handkerchiefs! They really rose to the occasion, performing brilliantly at all concerts. 

Thank you so much for your help in providing costumes and props; the children looked fantastic and 

we were so proud of them all. 

We had an enjoyable and informative day attending the safety carousel organised by County Durham 

Fire Service. Children took part in a variety of workshops including: internet safety, road safety, fire 

safety, water safety, staying safe around electricity equipment and safety in the home. We hope the 

children were able to teach you a few things about staying safe. 

Looking forward to next half term we have the following activities planned: 



 

Head Teacher: Mrs SA Welsh 

 Augusta Close, Darlington, DL1 3HT, Telephone: 01325 240499, Email: admin@whinfield.net 

 

                      

English: We will continue reading ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael Morpurgo. The children will be 

completing a variety of writing, both non-fiction and fiction related to the book and its setting, The 

Isles of Scilly. 

Maths: We will continue to practise our arithmetic skills, we will look at Fractions and percentages as 

well as looking at solving puzzles and doing extended maths investigations. 

Geography: The new topic this coming half term is ‘Fantastic Forests’. 

We hope that you find the following information useful: 

 When you have listened to your child read at home, please write a comment about your child’s 

reading and date their reading record book. Please ensure your child has their reading book in 

school every day and is ready to change on their designated day. If they finish their school 

reading book before this day, please encourage them to choose a book for pleasure – fiction or 

non-fiction. 

 Maths and English homework will be given out each Thursday and returned the following 

Thursday. 

 PE kit. Your child needs in school all week: black shorts, red t-shirt and plimsolls for indoor 

sessions; full tracksuit or black leggings, a red t-shirt and trainers for outdoor sessions. This 

needs to brought in every Monday and taken home at the end of the week. 

 All clothing, including jumpers, cardigans, PE kits, coats, scarves, gloves, etc. should be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name so that lost property can easily be identified and returned. 

Dates for your diaries: 

 School reopens for teaching purpose on Tuesday 7th January. 

 Wednesday 29th January at 4:30pm, a meeting for parents will be held at school to discuss 

the K.S.2 SATs. 

 Wednesday 5th February 9:30-10:30am English workshop. Parents are very welcome to attend 

the session with their child from 9:30-10:30am. This will take place with the child’s English 

teacher. 

 Tuesday 25th February and Thursday 27th February- Parents Evening. 

 Thursday 5th March- World Book Day. 

 Monday 11th- Thursday 14th May - KS2 SATs. 

Well done to all the children who have represented the school in a sporting event so far this year and 

to those children who have taken on a role such as a Reading Leader, JRSO, School Councillor and 

RRSA. Well done as you have completed these roles in a sensible and mature way. 

Once again, thank you for your continued support. 

The Year 6 team 


